REASONS humbly offered againſt Paſſing 
the Bankrupts Bill. 


WAHis Bill is brought in by procurement, and at the Charge of ſeveral Bank- 
rupts, purpoſely to ſerve their Intereſts, and to defraud their Creditors, 
and no good for the Nation can be expeRted from ſuch a Bill. 

If this Bill paſs, it will promote Fraud, and diſcourage all publick Comerce ; for 
the Bankrupts either by Friends and Relations, or by pretended Debts, or by pri- 
vate Contrivances with ſome of their Creditors, will nd out ways to keep their 
Fitates, and to defraud their Creditors at pleaſure ; and if it is not left to a Court of 
Equity to judge of Aﬀairs, there can be no help. 

According to the Bill, If a Bankrupt ſets up one great Debt with a Friend or Re- 
lation, that Debt, and as many ſmall Creditors for 20o s. a piece as will make up the 
Major part, ſhall be binding to the Reſt. 

» A Bankrupts Eſtate by the Laws hitherto, belongs to the Creditors till the Debts 
are Satisfied, But this Bill willl take away the Creditors Property,and the Priſoners 
Bill which is now paſſing, compells the Priſoners to deliver up the Effes for uſe 
of their Creditors, and Bankrupts in reaſon ought not to be better qualified. 

If fuch a Bill paſs, it will be convenient not to have a retroſpe&, but to be only 
for the time to come, that People may be forewarned before they are deſtroyed. It 
will be alſo reaſonable, that ſuch Creditors of Bankrupts, who are Ruined by its 
paſſing, and fo cannot pay their own Debts, ſhould have the ſame Benefit as the Bank- 
rupts, although they are not Traders, and fo not liable to Bankruptcy. 

The Bankrupts 1n their printed Paper give out, that becauſe they cannot have their 
liberty in Enz/and, they Tranſport themſelves, their Families, and Eſtates, into 
Parts Remote, and conceal their Eſtates, which ſhews the Statutes which are already 
made againſt them are not ſtrong enough ; But by this Bill they will have liberty 
ſufficient to Cheat in Eg/and without going further : They alſoin their Paper give 
an Account how other Nations do as to the Majority, But they forget to mention 
the Puniſhment which is inflicted upon Bankrupts by other Nations. Inſtead of 
this Bill, if further Proviſions were to be made, to diſcover and dete& all the Bank- 
rupts Eſtates, and that the fame might go to the Creditors ( to whom it juſtly be- 
longs ) and to make it Felony for the Banxrupts, or their Accomplices, to conceal 
the ſame, and alſo to letien the great Charges and Expence, which attend the Exe- 
cution of a Commiſſion of Bankruptcy ; the Trade of the Nation might thereby be 
ſecured, which by paſſing this Bill will incvitably be deſtroyed. 

> Sir Robert Vyner, in June 1685. got a Bill brought in to the ſame effe& as this Bill 
is, Which was read a Second time and Committed : Sir Robert and his Son are both 
wy Dead, and Sir Rober:'s Executor is ſuppoſed to be concerned in bringing in 
this Bill. 

But if any ſuch Bill is Paſſed, It is Humbly prayed, that the Concerns of Sir Robert 
may be Excepted, and that his Eſtate may not go to enrich his Executor, nor to be 
diſtributed amongſt his Relations and Hoſpitals according to his Will ; but that his 
Eſtate may be all diſcovered, ( the Exccutor having hitherto refufed to give in any 
Inventory, or to anſwer any Bill in Chancery ) and that the Eſtate Real and Perſonal, 
"Which is very Great, ( being ſufficient to ſatisfie thoſe Creditors which have Sign'd 
their Propoſals, and to pay other Creditors their full Debts ) may be applicd to the 

paying of Sir Rober?'s juſt Debts, Sir Robert being an exceeding great Gainer by the 

late King Charles the 2d. and having much abuſed his late Majelty by his Pretences 
to the contrary, as will be plainly made appear. 

Sir Robert not long before his Death, Confeſſed a Statute for 20 Thouſand Pounds, 
to the fame Perſon as is his Executor, and alſo Confeſſed a Judgment to one Thomas 
Rennjſe, tor 2500/7. and another Judgment ro Mr Benjamin Giles, for 1500 /. And all 
theſe Things were only Preteaded, and fo to cover the Eſtate ; and if this Bill paſſes, 
there will Fe nothing elf but ſuch Tricks and Contrivances. 


